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connection with the stand you made." Perfect
your organisation, he counselled them ; spread
the light.
Within a month he was himself doing what he
had urged upon others. Within four months
he had got a Scottish Labour Party going. Its
programme was definitely Socialist, including
State transport services, nationalisation of land
and minerals, State banks, abolition of the House
of Lords. Noticing an inclination to jeer at
membership not being confined to the " horny-
handed," Hardie announced that, whoever was
found willing to work with and for the Party
would, peer or peasant, be gladly accepted as a
helper. He went on :
" The weapon has now been forged. It is
for the workers to use it. ... Better a thousand
times an open foe than a secret enemy. The
wolf in his sheep's clothing is always most
to be feared and the man who poses as a Liberal
and yet refuses to support a shortening of the
hours of labour, an improvement of the homes
of the people, the organisation of relief works
for the unemployed, and -the restoration of
land to rightful owners, may call himself what
he pleases, but he is an enemy and as such to
be opposed."
This forthright tone, and especially the Eight
Hours* Day proposal, won many over to the new
Party. Hardie reported this to a Marxist Con-
gress he attended in Paris (though he never